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Mica Powders, or Pearl Essence igments:
The Safe Alternative to Bronzing Powders

by jo l r r r  Sar rs l l r ry

ht :  nreta l l ic  luster  a l rd rar i tv  o l
thc pr:arl are legerrdary. It rvns

i r r  th t :  Scventcenth century wherr  a
Ii 'renr:h rosarv nraker first obscrvr:d
t i re Iust rorrs ,  s i lky f low pat terns in
water  i r r  rvh ich b leak,  a type of 'srnal l
f lslr, had beren washed. FIe ftruncl that
whcn he appl ied thesc snra l l
r: lorrgated hcxagorr patterns to
alabastcr, wax, or glass, it inrparted
tlre appearirncc ol'pearl. 

' I ' l i is 
is the

origirr of' natural peirrl esserrcr:.
In  lhe I i ighteenth cerr tury,  I ; ' rench

rnanrrfar:turers rrsed pearl esserrct: in
r r  vehic le conta in ing f ish g lue Brr t  i t
wasn' t  r rnt i l  the ' l ' rvent ic th 

century,
r v i  t h  t h e  d e v e  I  o p r n e n  t  o  f
r r i t rocel l r r lose lar :qrrers and cel lu lo i r l ,
that  t l rc  ut i l izat ion o l  pr :ar l  ( issence
Ilr. 'c::trne arr inrlustrv.

' l 'orla.v, we usc the pigrnents lor
such things as a pearl f irrish [i-rr
leather, on statuettes, and for custorn
autornobile paint l inishes 'Ihe 

cos-
met ic  industry  lound a great  pro<luct
in fir-rsted nail enarnels, rnake-up
powder, and eye l irrer You have
probably all seen its use in tlre fiarrr-
ing industry-tlre rnica enanrels ap-
plied to metal section frarnes and 'f i-

tanium Dioxide coated rnica a<l<lecl to
absorllt ion colorants to create ti golcl
secn on rrriuly an i lnporterl rv<.rocl
rrror.rlr l irrg

The rnost important new tool fbr
Iinishers arrd gilders is the use o{
rnit:a.s as a replacernent lbr bronzt:
powders. Nacreous powclers such ns
' I i tan iurn 

Diox ide coated Mica arrd
Ferric Oxide coatecl Mica powclers
o{Ier thc greatest range of color ef-
fects ' l 'hey 

are non-toxic:, en-

PFM

Mico powders ore ideol  for  potching foul ts in gold leof ,
os  wc l l  os  o the r  g i l d i ng  uses

vinrnrnerr tu l ly  sa l i : ,  ar rd a lso r rorr - tar-
n ish i r rg

IVlica powdels carr be a<kled sal'ely
to virtually any lac:qrrcr, vamish,
shellac, or ar:rvlic Once properly
rn ix t :d,  the,v rnay be r rsed l ike paint
Ihey can als<.r be usr:d in their
prowdererl fonn ' l 'he 

marry rrrica col-
ors can be rnixt:d together to create
various color trlrres ' l 'he 

derrsity o{
the coverage is directly related to the
arnount  usecl .

Mixilrg rrrica powders, regardless
of  yotr r  r :hoice o1 '  rnecl i r r rn,  shoulc l  be
dorre as follows. ' l 'hc 

nrediurn o1'
choice shoukl  be p lace<l  i r r  a  srnal l
containel Small anrounts ol rnica
powclel are addccl unti l i t has bet:n
absorbed, creatirrg a lurnp i iee heavy
blend sirnilar to heavy crcalrr You
will now add thls rrrixture to rnore cl{ '
t l te same rnedium in a larger con-
tainer Stir this rnixture, a.dcling srnall

arnounts a l  a  t ime unt i l  vou have
reached the consistency best suited
fbr your project.

'fhe 
less rnatr:rial you add, t lre

rnore transparent and liglrt reflective
it wil l be, and vice versa. For greater
versati l i ty, use an unclercoat color to
hclp irr creirt ing diflcrent looks arrd
efl-ects.

Flaslr gilcl ing is another poptrlar
way to use rnica powders 'Ihis tcch-
niqtre errploys the usc of a tacky size
over a base colclr, rrpon which srnall
arnounts ol nrica 1-rowdt.:r are brushed.
'I 'his 

tr:chniclue gives a bri l l iant
nretall ir: luster I le[ore the tack is
gone you can also add additional <r;l-
ors to enhance,  or  g ive another
di rnension to,  the work,

The comtrinations available are
lirnited only to your imagination. 'I 'he

idea is to have firn, enjoying rvhat you
can create with this new tool. .Zs.
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* ecorating with mica powders
Plus ,  Howard  Zucke r  pe r fo rms  a t  Carneg ie  Ha l l l

ttr '  IIouarr] Zu<:he.r

g r r  l i t48 I  wl rs  p iu-L of  the paint i r lg
p .t '"* working ut thc ()arneg'tc

LNlansicrn on Ii i fth Avenue artcl

Earst 91st Street ir New York. The

builciins was then contributed lo

1;,:.5

il

ffi/,lt I
I rr--^91.' l.' -; ,!: sl- lt

N o  b a t o n ,  b u t  w i t h  b r u s h  i n  h a n d ,  H o w o r d  Z u c k e r  p r e p a r e s

C u r n c A i e  H a l l  s t a g c .

- ^ r . - - 1 - : ^  l  ; - : , . , , * - i r 1 .  i r l r d  b e c a t n e\ - U l  t l i I U l ( 1  U ' l u  v c l  ) r u ,

Clolumbia's School fbr Sociai Work
i ' "  i :s  nov"  the Cooper-Flewi t t
.\ '1 user.lrn, an afl l iate of the
-irnit-hsonian.

'I 'his pasL !;umlner I made rny'
reLurrr  to  Ci t rnegie -  Oi i rnt lg ie F i i r l l
that  is ,  u 'here I  was involved in the
renew;rl and redecr,rration of t ire

s'"age r+'all l
\  - - . : . . .  ^ . r  L . .  n i ^+ * i cL  counc i l  #9J L > J l ) U C U  U J  t / r ) L r

Painters' Union members Anthonl'
I tegno,  l lector  ! -e lasquez anr l  P;r t
\\ 'ra-v, I orcheslratt:d the rcpair and
renewal of the glazecl sections of the
. . . ^  i l  . . -  r  +^ . . . . L  . , - ^  o f  t he  Du tchw  d I l  i l L l u  L U U L I I - u y )

:\Ietal on Lhe ornamenlal plastcr.
' lb redo the giazed wall sections,
\\/as necessurry to establish textr-rre

and shine.  I  used a lcohol  as a paint
rernover Lo rrrb ofl '  sections of the

exi.sti.ng gla.zt: irt otdcr Lcr frnti l irr:

basc color .  
' l i l  

cs i i r l , l ish tht :  ; l l i rz . i r tg
color ,  we nr i ide { i r l l  s l t t t tp lcs o l  r } re

sections, not jtrst dtrbs. ' lhc stlrne
glaz ing nt ix lure r i i l i  a1>pt :ar  d i i ler -

d a y  o f  d e c o r a t i n g  t h e

, , r l i  r l o r r o n r l i r r c  n r t  I  l r l  t . r ' v i t : r i r t o  t r t r t lL " L ,  u u P u r ' \ 1

and the hartds of lhe apgrlicalor. Wc

used f,rne enamel rollers to acirieve
uni ibrrn i ty  af tcr  appiy i r rg the g l l rze
gerncrously rr ' i th brushes and tirelt
t:.xperitnenterl with ciifi'cren'" lexlur-
ing tools .

ScissorJack Scafiblds were usercl
on thi.s job, though I rvould have
preferred Lo rrse full scafi ir lci inSl
T ) r ' c n i f o  t h e  h i o h p r  o r r r r i t r m p n t .  t t o s 1 .1 / L r P r r u  u r r u  r r a [ J 1 ] L r

pipe scaJlolt l ing ivrtulcl haver zLllowed
us lo complete the.lob mrrch Ihster. 1
rr , fbr  tn  misp ' r r i r l r rd ef lbr ts  l ike these
^ ^  ( ^ - . * . . - - : . , , .  c * , , , , , ,  I ; + v . "
d :  t j , l P U l r > 1 Y U  l t  l r L ; o r r r ,

r \ r : . .^  -^ , , , r^-^  - - "vcd uSe{ i r }  inT I T T L d  P U W U g I  D  P !  U

renai r ing damarred r i ldcd areas *  a
welcorne a l lern i r ; ive to bro l tze pr lw-

dcrs.  Mica is  not  a mela l ;  i t ,  is  a

T h e  B u t h o r ' s  e x p e r i e n c c  w i t h  g o l d  l u a f  o n d

m e t { r l l i c  p s i n t s  a n d  p o w d e r s  w a s  p u t  t o  u s e

i n  r e d e c o r a t i n g  t h e  r e n o w n e c l  h a l l

rock. I\{ica h:rs rnore of a rellective
srr r face th l rn thc I l rc t t rzc porvders.
\  1 :  . . . .  -  ̂ . - . . 1 ^ - , .  L r a n s l u c c n t :l Y t l L < 1  l r U  w  u u l  )  ( l l  ( i

brr inze powdcrs ar( )  o l )aql l0 .  Gold
- . . : . . +  : , .  ^  1 , i , . . ' 1 , , - , . 1 , , . .  L - . , - . ' , ' ' ' ^ . ' .p i i I l I L  f  b  i i !  t J . l l 1 ( l t j I  P l  t r b  U I  U r l 4 U  P \ r w -

der.  I l ro l rze porvder  is  bronze that  is
pu)veriz.eci into a pou'der, Urrivers:rl
colors rnay Lle r"rsed q'i l"h nrica Do
noi lr$e rnica q'ith s'aler becalrse
mica wii l not clis;solve.

' l 'hc fblloq,ing in{bnrtation rela-
t . ivc to rn ica porvdt) rs  \ \ 'as compi lcc i
b1' Grirce Ii irggot, ptlrv(l)/or c,f '  gold

lcaf ' ,  r r i rd i r ic- r t ta l  i tnc i  exrr t ic  i in ish ing
rnater i i r ls  (430 ] l roornc Si  ,  Ngr
\b rk  NY  100 l l i - : 32 ( i 0 .  p l r one  212 -
a l l l -OOLD:  f a . r  2 l  2 -43  1 -3962 ;

I ' i i r : i r  pr - ru 'c l t : r  i - .  a  p igtnet t t  t tset l  t t t

i r  b rnc l r : r  l i k c  ' a rn i s i r  o r  s i r e l l z r c  t t ,

crcaio nret , i l l i ic  i r l i is i r r :s  
' l ' i t t :  l rc l r  l i t t

Lur I t :  r r t i ca  h i ts -  over  r r r t : i , l r l  f iake-c  i s

t , l ra t  i t  ( ioc : - ;  t to i  L r r t 'n ts l t  l l :

c f ( raL i r )g  vor l r  o \ \ ,n  tn t : r - i t l l i c

pa in t -<  \ 'ou  i l re  ab le  t ,o  r i i c ta re

t .he  co lo r  a r td  r : l toose i i  b inder

r h a t  i r ;  i ; r r i l a l r i c  L o  L I t e

3 o b , v o u  I t a v e  o n
h i i t t c l  I i r
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binder that does not yellow rvith

lime, you can have a surface coat-

i ng  w i t h  a  I j f e  sp i rn  excccd i r t g

loday 's  s tandards.
' lb create micit pclwders, t.hi: stont' '

(mjca) is ground. Mica catlntl l" l l tr

nish since it is not metal. I[ grorvs irl

a layered structure, l ike an otl it ln,

ar :d i ias a mot l ter  of  pear l  t t 'ans lu-

cency. lhis is what givcs micrr Jrrlrv-
dcr its fantastic rr:f lcctive qua)iry.

\Vhen these mica platclets are
. - ^ , , - r l  t h n . r  n r o n f n  . '  ^ . ' r  i ^ 1 , '  { } " , ' r
B l  U U l r ( r ,  L I l U J  L r  U d L ( t  d  P ( 1 I  L I L I U  U I r a L

is many faceted. Bronze powder, thc
rneral l ic  r . : ismcn[  of  choice in  t i rc

past, is basically a trvo-faceted flake
of  metai .  Being metal ,  bronze Porv-
dcr '  has a l l  o f  t l te  o.x id iz ing proper-

l ies of bronze. i l l-rest-- pigment,'s ar<t

usual ly  srable unt . i l  t "he 1; r 'o tccLiv t r
cont inqs r ro wom ofT or  t l rc  nte t . l l

content  of  thr :  coat ing chernic : r l ) -u ' '

rrrar:Ls rvith thi: bincler -Qirtcc: tnica tt '

an iner t  rock i r  dr tes t l t lL  cht : ln i i : l r i l1 '

rcacr  wi t i - t  any b inc ler  dr . r r i r rg or

after appl icat ion.
\!-hen color matching is an tssue,

, - i , ' r r c  r ' p  l r o l n f r r l  h n n , r r  r q r t  t h i , v  c o t n n

i .n more than 35 cokrrs: shades of
golrl, coppcr, silvcr, pcuter, ntrlthcr of

l learl rvrth r-ecl, bluc or vrolet higil-

I g ] r r s  and  I t o t ' t t cL  h luc /g rec l r . ' l o
:rchicve bhis, the rnicti pttw<ler is

treated rvith tikrnir.rm dionde or t'er-

rous oxide. This trcatment does t 'tot

" ' . L -  
t l . a  ^ ^ ' r r . l o . c  n J . , ' - i n r l l r r  r n r e -

l / \ / ' l g 9 l J ! r l v r l l ] w g l J r 9 g !

livc irr any way. As with all pigment,
f I , , '  c i z , .  , r f  r h o  r r r T l i n l ^  i -  i * , . , . * , r n t
v l r c  n l r , U  v l  u r r L  1 / . t !  u L r i :  J )  U l r P t r l  H  I  l L '

and wiih some micas therc is a choice
bet,wccrr rcgular ancl nicro (extra

fine ground). An cxternal mica is also

avai labic  in  sr t t : tc  co l t l rs  an<l  th is  par-

l iclc is larger thar-r rcgriar.
I l i t ras cen be nt ix t : r i  tog ' t th t : r  tbr

er r ' : r r i v i i v  r r rd  r r loc is ion  rvhc l t  ln : r t . c l t -

ing an<l crr:at. ing coatirtgs. In 1-l l r l  pi lst. ,

rrurir .x; your o\! 'u ntt : ! : i l l ic coal inl;s
, ,v i ) , {  h i tz r t rc lo tLs  bcc l r r ts t :  a i r l lo r i t i l

rn t : t .a i l i r :  porvc ic rs  a r ( - r  v t - ' r v  tox lc
'fhr:re 

is no st-tr:it haz.lrrcl w-rth fiuca

, ' ^ . r r r l , r " ' [ ' J r , '  n i r h n m p  n r t r t i , ' l o  i q  e n

inert rock inslead of a flal<e of metal.
r +  i  , - - . . , . , r - ^ l  . . ,  ' l o t c  L h a t  w h e nl L  l )  l l l l l / r r !  L a l l L  L v  r .

r ^ r r n l r i n c  r r n  n r  n n l n r  m n r c h i n s  l h n r r '

will always bc a significant dif i 'er-

crrce bctween i rny gold p igmenr r tnd

ler lves of  met ; r l .  When l ight  hrr ,s  a
pir:ce of melal leaf, gol<i or ttt irt:r, thc
l ight  is  rc f lccted of f  o f  a s ins le
r n f l o r ' t  i n , r  n l n n , '  \ \ , - h p n  l i c r l r r .  h i r c  , r

gold pigmcnted surface the l ight is
rcf lccter. l  of f  of  many di f ferenL
rcf lect ing $urlaces. This r takes
m , ' f  r r  l l i c  n n i n t s  r r r r r i n v  r v h n l r  e n r n -

L ' q  )  L L e "

pareil t,o rnetal leaf.
Sn rv l .v  hrr r l r r , r  wi t  l r  meta l i ic  coel t -

i r r o s  i f  r h n r . / r e  n ( ) r  ( t n ( ) { l  p r r r t t t o h )

W.' l l  hecar :se sornct i rues rve h l tve to
alici rve can. Nlicas rni-x easi)y by the
brush st roke or  by the batch { i r r
t ,or r r :h-r rps This can be t r iore cco-
nrrnriclrl t l tan relerafing. The efiecr:s
oi grairi incss i.]re not i l l ' ,vit ' , 's 

" ' isibic
f rc , .ur  a d is tance.  

' fouch-ups rn prg-

ment : i  cr t rL be res l .nc i .cd t .o  shaoorvet l

or  dar i< areas.  a l iorv ing o l l iy  t l lc
h io l r l i sh rq  t o  be  re i ca fe t J .  \ l r t r r e
o i l r l i n r r  e r r n  q n m p t i n r p s  h e  c t r a i n i e r
5 l t u r a r i  D ' - ^ " ' - '

i  h : r n  n  f i n , . ' l v  n i cnnon i . od  r t o l r l  r t : r i n t : .r ! t u a , '  l , r c a 1 1 \ , r . v ! g  D v " -  i - * . . -  "

' lhe 
advanrage lo mt-x ing 1 'our

n r r . n  t n r r n h - r r n  m p r l i r r ' -  i c  t ! . . : f  v n l
U r \  l l  L v u L r r - L r P  r l r e q r L r l f l  l J  L l l d u  / ( r ( 1

can insure easy removal rvhen rhe
t . i ine cornes for  r r  completc over-

i r au l .  You  sho t r l d  cho ( ) se  Yo r l r
b inder  accorc l ing ly .  Should you geL

rhe b ig renovat ion job i rnd i t  is  to
be done wi th conservzr t ion in  minr l ,
you wi l l  be g lad you wt l re t .h t :  onc

czrr ing for  i t  prcv ious)y.  Vn rv i l l  br t
ab le  l o  remove  o ld  repa i r s  r v i t h

ease and wi lhor : t  t ia lnaging t i t , :

origrnal gilding.
-i\ll surfacc cozrtings ar'(: a m j-xlure

^ f  a  l - . i n r l n r  r r n d  n i , n r t p r t f  w h i r ' h

rneru)s that  mica is  great  for  any
Lype of surface coatir-rg. jvl ic:r:: ceri
also be bnrshcd onto a surfaoe thitt
has  been  coa ted  r v i l h  a  b inde r

" r r l r e r  t h n n  n r i x i n q  L h e  b i n r i c l r  a n de r r r . ^ r  r r r ! ' . ^ . b

n i m r p n t  l r n f o l c  a n u l i c e l i o r t .  T h i s
P l b l r r e r r u  

r / L r v !  e  q t / l

makes ior a tnore opelque and evon
srrr f rco T ' ] ro n i , ' r r tenr  r tdheres to rhe

sLlrfzice of the binder. There i.s no

neecl  l .o  seal  th is  s t t r f r tce,  rhor tgh i r

is  an opr ion.  1he b inders of  choice
r r r r  r l r i s  t oc l " ' r i n r ro ; t r r l  Lhc  t r ad i t : i on -
ru l  r ' i l d i n r r  s i ze  l i nseed  o i l o r  t hc  mr ld -

err r  wi rLcr-b i tsod acr l '1 ic  g i lc i r rg

s izes.  These s iz t :s  c i tn  a lso be p ig-
nran t.ed rrrit;h t"inting r)i i :;Lds.' '  ^ " "  - ' - . ' " ' o  L

(lracc not,cd in rhe Ii 'al l 1992
issuc of  Lhe Gi lc l : r 's  T\p,  tho . Iourn;r l

o  I  lh t :  Socicr t  y  of  C i lders,  t ] ' ra t
"bronzc porvdcrs h l tve lo t tg l teen

cxt . inct  in  h igh-qrra l i t "y  g i ld i r rg

bcc:ruse o i  lhe i r  or id iz ing c lual i t ics.
In no time at all, they rlarken. ivl ica
has rejuvenair:d lhe h'adt:. iVlica is
r r so r l  : r s ; r  r r i , r n renL ; rnd  ca l t  be  ca r r i ed
in a *rde varir:ry of tnr:ditrms or

bnrshed onlo a s iz .ed sur facc.
I {o l ideys t i r r r t  appt :ar  wi r i le  la l i : rg
gold on a s iz t :d sur lace cal l  be
bnrshed with rniczr. \ l-]. i le mica is

r r r r rspsrcnL,  iL  efTecr ive ly  covcrs L l tc

h ^ l ; , 1 . ' . '  \ . I n t n h i r r , r  
" , r l n r s  

n i  o n l r l  r r r
l l l r u \ t ( r Y .  . Y L 4 K I r r r r 5

n n n r n r r q i t i n n  I e n f  q e o m -  t ^  ] . ^  - ^  ^ . ^ l ' -. - * .  * - - - - )  w  u u  l l u  l J r  ( J r

krm, as rri lcas come irt a rvide variery

of colors and can be rnr-xed." EEI

f.Iou:arc! Ztu:ker A a grtuluare oi

Netu Vtriz (iniuersi".l. IfLs career iws

been marh.erl l>y slzillftLi d:corriiue
painttry1, or;1anizin4 oruI ru.ttning
, n , , i r r .  r t r r i n l i n o , r n r l  r l e e , t m r i t t t  n r f r?  r ' - '

jer:Ls, cLrul. te.rching tfu txule b otlters

t\ life-lnrry1 uniltn member, Ilou;ortJ
Zucker ret:entLy retirecl aru'l hns been

te.anlin"q e unknr decoratiue pcirxtrry

course in New Ytrk, in cuJdilu.>r't kt otlu:r

tntd.e pursuiLs
I,h-e columns of Decorator's Conwr

orc tLow irulscd frotrt its irrcptnn'

lvfttn-h 1979, ttvotqh lvlarch ]997 I'-or

a colry, u:ite Floward ktcl*r, 26lI

Ocean Aue., Brooktyn, N-lr-. 11229

Plnne:  7 l8-332-2106.


